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CMR  MAJORS  class of 2013—Indirect assessment evaluation 
 
Learning Goals for Majors 
1. Students develop a historical and theoretical understanding of the three areas of 
Communication, Media, and Rhetoric. 
2. Students use a variety of assigned theoretical approaches appropriate to these three areas 
to describe and evaluate assigned or chosen discourse. 
3. Students demonstrate advanced mastery of a variety of ways to construct and send 
messages. 
 
Please answer the following questions in regards to how well you feel you have met or 
attempted to meet the discipline goals.   
 Strongly 
disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
agree 
G1:  I am able to name some 
communication theories 
  2 8 2 
G1:  I am able to name some 
media theories 
  4 5 3 
G1:  I can define rhetoric    1 11 
      
G2:  I know an approach to use 
to describe communication 
experiences 
 1  7 4 
G2:  I know a method to use to 
evaluate media effects 
  2 8 2 
G2:  I can choose a method of 
rhetorical criticism to analyze a 
piece of discourse 
   5 7 
G2:  I can construct an analysis 
or evaluation of observable 
communication interactions 
 1 3 5 3 
G2:  I can analyze media   1 9 2 
G2:  I can evaluate rhetoric   2 4 6 
      
 
G3:  I have learned what it 
takes to be an effective 
communicator 
   5 7 
 
Additional comments regarding your learning experience in the CMR major: 
Please have a few more required courses Ex. Classical Rhetoric and Communication 
Research 
 
The CMR discipline is very well-rounded, but could use a little more time to work on 
assignments. 
 
I said I agree never said how well 
 
Dr. B is the business. 
 
As an internal check, students were then asked to provide the definition of rhetoric.   
Eight of the twelve respondents could accurately provide both the short and long 
definitions of rhetoric as taught in class.  One could provide only the short.  Three could 
provide neither.   
 
The indirect assessment demonstrates that the majority of graduating majors agreed or 
strongly agreed that their major delivered on the goals set by the major.  That is good 
news and gratifying. 
 
The assessment also demonstrates that in addition to the definition of rhetoric perhaps 
other dimensions of the major might need to be more explicit in the explication of the 
names of theories, the repetition of core elements of those dimensions of the major. 
 
CMR requires that you both know something and can do something.  In general, students 
report comfort in both knowing and doing.   
 
In 2013-2014, the CMR discipline has two adjunct faculty.  This report will be reviewed 
early in the new term so that all faculty within the discipline understand the criteria for 
assessment that will be employed at the end of the term. 
 
 
 
